IX

THE  STRUGGLE  WITH  SPAIN
(1587-1603)

THE execution of Mary Stuart was, in reality, a
declaration of war against the Catholic powers of
the Continent, but the civil disturbances in France
prevented the Guises from going to the help of
Philip and left England and Spain face to face.
Although Elizabeth displayed great anger, whether
real or assumed, at the precipitancy of her ministers,
she deceived no one as to the true significance of
the scene enacted at Fotheringay. The Catholics of
Europe abandoned any faint hopes which they may
have still entertained of winning the queen back to
the true fold, and the Protestants were at one with
their opponents in regarding the cause of England
as identical with their own. But at the same time,
like all the so-called " wars of religion," the present
struggle was not fought simply and solely on a
question of abstract theology. Philip was, as he
professed to be, the champion of Catholicism, but

he was no idealist and he would never have gone to
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